www.mtk.fi/bffe

Sustainable Development Goals
Liisa Pietola/MTK
NBC Presidium
Aarhus, 17 August 2018

Policy briefs
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for goals

• Planned to be published also
for goals

Main issues
• 9/10 farms have committed to agri-environment
schemes containing water protection measures
• In forestry, several voluntary measures for water
protection are used, e.g. buffer zones, different
constructions slowing discharge, and wetlands
• Many measures also contribute protection of
ecosystems related to water bodies
• Using nutrients and pesticides, harmful to
groundwater, is strictly regulated  water quality
• Safe re-use of waste water  to utilize nutrients and
organic matter in waste water ever better waste water
treatment technologies are needed
• Climate change brings many challenges: heave rains,
floods but the need of irrigation will also be increased
• Domestic food lessens water import with food from
countries, where they have shortage of water

6 WATER

Main issues
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Decentralized renewable energy supply is a
provider of clean and secure growth
Promotion of efficient utilization of rural bioenergy
and other renewable energy in electricity and heat
production and low-emission traffic fuels
Forest biomass is the most significant source of
rural bioenergy
Utilization of agricultural bioenergy sources, e.g.
livestock manure, other animal by-products and field
biomass, requires investment subsidies and
favorable industrial and environmental legislation
Energy plants using fossil fuels need to be
converted into ones using renewables
Using solar, wind and hydropower is encouraged
Emissions from agriculture can be reduced by
improving the energy efficiency and energy selfsufficiency of farms.

7 ENERGY

Main issues
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Goal 12 challenge consumption and production habits.
Agriculture and forestry are regulated by many norms
and controls
Safety and traceability of foodstuff are secured from
fields up to tables
Strict regulatory bureaucracy exhausts farmers and
weakens social sustainability of production
Due to sustainable forestry, our agriculture and forestry
are carbon neutral
By consuming Finnish products we are watery
responsible
Farm animal health care prevents diseases 
antibiotics are given to domestic animals clearly less
per kg of livestock body weight than in most European
countries
Production must be profitable, so that
a farm can invest on sustainability

12 PRODUCTION

Main issues
•
•

•

•

•
•

Agriculture and forestry essential in protection of
terrestrial ecosystems and promotion of their sustainable
use, and in halting of soil depletion and loss of BD
In forest management valuable nature areas are
secured, and vital structural elements important to
biodiversity, e.g. decayed wood, are enhanced by
nature management
In agricultural environments diverse crop rotation is
ensured and nature is enriched with cattle grazing and
with management of traditional rural biotopes and
wetlands, field margins
Finnish soils are clean (control of fertilizers and soil
amendments), only low atmospheric deposition
Biodiversity is safeguarded with combination of
conservation and nature management
Voluntariness and full reimbursement
in forest conservation

15 BIODIVERSITY

Greetings from high-level Political Forum 2018
•
•
•

HLPF in New York on 9-18 July 2018
Theme: Transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies
Focused on goals 6, 7, 11, 12, 15, and 17 for partnership

“No-one leaving behind …but fossils yes!”
WFO / Farmers Major’s intervention on under SDG15
“Healthy ecosystems are fundamental to achieve sustainable
development. - Farmers, as food producers, are those who rely the
most on those ecosystems and among the most vulnerable facing
challenges as land degradation, soil erosion, climate change,
natural disasters which negatively affect our production and
livelihoods. - We are already implementing best practices
to increase our resilience and continue
to produce the food you all eat. …”

MTK’s environmental promises
• The basis for the environmental program are the
planetary boundaries and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (Agenda 2030)
• Published at the end of 2017

