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Farmers for a Sustainable Future in tha Baltic Sea Region
A farming dimension to sustainable development

The farmers around the Baltlc Saa are a part of the northern dimension of Europe.
Farming is one of the basic economic activities in this region. The holistic question
of integrating tha environment and sustainable development into farming is
concern of farmers.

Earm leaders reprasenting farmerss and their co-operatives in the countries surrounding the
Baltic Sea, gathered in Visby in 1998 ta discuss the environmental situation of the Baltic
Sea, They crested the Baltic Farmars Forum for Enviranment (BFFE] for all farmers in the
Baltic Sea reglon. They concluded that all the sectors invalved e.g. industry, agriculture,
transport, energy production, commaunitizs and private households must take the
respansibility b improve the situation of the Baltic Sea. They also presumed that actors
within each sector will do their best to achieve this goeal.

The Baltic Sea is very Important to millions of pesple in the countries surrounding and
depending on this northern brackish water and its bio-system. kot only those countries with
watarfront but also those in the nelghbourhood and drainage area have an equal interest in
the state of the Baltc Sea.

Farmers recognise that agriculture does contridute to the nitrogen and phosphorus run-off
pn the Baitic sea which causes costs to the anviranment,

The agricultural sector ks vital for all the countries in the Baltic Sea Ragian, & viabla
agriculture is an essential part of a sustainable soclety by guaranteaing fead supalies and
rural amployment, maintaining rural landscapa, shaltering many aof the terrestrial species
and by being 8 base for sustainable development.

Agriculture varies a kot in the Baltic Sea Region. The level of technolagy and knowledge, the
ecanamic situation and the size of the farms vary from country to country, The climatic
conditions differ fram a mild climate and high production petentials to vary harsh arctic
conditions and law production potentials. [n spite of this our commen goal must be viable
and sustainable farming In all countries around the Baltic Sea. The farmers arcund the Baltic
Sea nead bo co-operate in their own countries, but atso work together in co-operation with
other Institutions and arganisations to achleve this goal.

The basics for sustainable farming

The envircenmantal goal maans that agriculture has a responsiility ba minimise negative
effacts an the environmant in the Baltic Sea Arsp. Ta handle this in a sustainable way tha
farmers need conditions of economical and sacial sustainability. The EV-membership of the
new countries has increased passibilities for using the CAP s environmant measuras for the
agriculture sector.

The conditions for farming provided by society forrms the prereguisites for environmentally
friendty farming. If the saciety is reductant to offer farmers conditions aiming at economical
and soclal sustainability, it will Be very difficult to achieve an ecclegical and sustainabla
agricuttura.

The perspective In sustainable agriculture has baen predominantly focused mainky on
biological and techmical aspects of utilising natural resources and pratection of the
enviranment.



This perspective is too narrow and does nat consider enough the differences betweaen
countries. [t i necessary to take a broader approach where the intar lirkage between
anvirpnmens, Tood production, rural develogment, land awnership and financia! rescurces as
well a3 gther aconomic and palicy aspects arg taken inte consideratian,

The restoring pracess of the envirenment is lang and labaricus and must take o account
the realities af tha big-system of the Baltic Sea, The key problems that have s be addressed
are;

Rural pavarty and oo low crafitabdity in farming, lack af both financial resources for
enwironmentally motivated invastmants and knowladge of appropriate techniques and slow
privatisation of sgricultural fanag,

It ks Important te recognise tha rode of women farmers and young farmers in tha work
towards Sustainable agriculture. It is also necassary to invalve farmers and their professional
arganisations and co-oparatives in the process, Any top-down perspective in the
implarmentation of action plans will not be successful withaut the engagernent of the farmess,

The gavernmantal actions aften focus on legislating tighter standards. This is narmaly the
cheapast and politically the easiest way to try to schve problems, But mers legislaticn
without sufficient financing of the Implementation s Inadeguate, Bath ars MECEEEANY,

What the governmeants and administration should da:

« @anhance ecenamic viabiiky and sustainable farming in rural areas.

- ansure that coherence exist bebween the goals detarmined by sociaty and the allocated
BHANGMIC MEsouUrces.

- provide good Iegal framewark that stresses goals rather than mathods.

- Involve farmars in the precess of environmental improvement.

- alfacate resgurces for information, training and education.

- support practical advisory services o farmers.

= Bupport imvestmients In anirmal manure handling.,

- encourage cultivation of permanent crops and catch-craps an agricultural land.

- recognise and work with farm arganisations.,

The commitment and future work of Baltic Sea farmers

AL the Haikko confarance the farmers af the Baltic Sea region restatad their commtment bo
work towards a sustairable Baltic Sea. The farmers and thair organisations have a
responsiiity themselves to enhance the ervirenmantal and sustainability questions. Strong
independent farmer crganisations play an important role in the afforts ko improve the
erviranmental efforts as thay are mdispensable for a fruitful diglogue betwesn farmers and
gewernmignks. The Tarmers erganisations can suppart and advacate anviranmental
conshileraticns and appropriote methods. To da this the farmers * arganisations sround tha
Baltic will strengthen thair co-operation.

The confarenca stressad particularty the following &spects:

Ta fulfil this environmental commitment the farmers need adequate econamic and social
COnditans. Thus the confarence call upen the cowntries within the Baltic Ses Cauncll and the
EL to allocate substantal fnancial resources foe enviranmental and sustaing ale devalopment
measuras 1o address the key prablems slowing down the farmsars wark for the arvimnment,

Thery alsa call upan tha national governments and their crganisations 19 a3suma thefe
responsiDilities in develaping sustainable farming arownd the Baltic Sea as the afup towards a
Sustainable Baltic Sea. Farmers are willing to do their outmaost to support & sustainable
ervironmeantal devalopment in agriculture as a part of a sustainable devalopment in the
Baltic Sea Region. Farmars are very keen to do this in democratic co-aperation with others.



Farmers presuma that everybody will do their utmost te join us on the sustainairle path.

The main part of the countrias invelved are the members of the EU which gives those
countries new possibilites, But alee by working within the HELCOM and Baitic 21 processes
one can ga forward on the sustainable path in devetoping their agricultural framaworka.

The process af restaring the envirenment is long. Therelfore, we need mare kndwledge about
the effects of different measures concerning the Baltic Sea. The conference stressed the
rmead to take account of adl kinds of environmental lcads having an impact on the eco-system
af tha Baltic Sea, Thus, we noad to take inte corsideration land based run-off as wall as
airbarne and internal inputs of nutrfients when avaluating laads affecting the Bis-3ystam of
the Baltic Sea and forming the suitable remedies.

Concerning the long time it takes to heal the Baltic Sea ta a Sustainable Sea ane must alse
take into account of all the historic discharges of the last century and their long Impact
paricd on this enclosad brackish blo-system. It maans that today tha people and the Baltic
Sea have to bear also the enviranmeéntal burden of the past, Nevertheless, farmers arg
committed o work towards sustainability on a long term besis.

- The relevant goals towards sustainability have to be put in & reslistic framework.

= The most urgent step will ba cutting of the direct manure discharges,

= Taking care of the envirenmaent must ba a part of the development of the farms and thair
pradudctian.

- There is a nead for different production systems for different types and sizes of farms.

= The national implemantation of tha farm ralated EU-anvironmental legislation should not
distort cormpetition.



