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The key transformational role 
of forests in creating circular 

bioeconomy

Marc Palahí
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Our “world”, too big for our planet



Investing in 
Nature as the 
true engine of 
our Economy
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Forest resources: renewable solutions 



Nanocellulose car 
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Wood-based textiles for sustainable 
fashion
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▪ Innovation

▪ Institutions

▪ Investments

▪ Infrastructures

From niche to 
norm
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▪ Largest carbon sink

▪ Main host of biodiversity

▪ Main terrestrial source of 
precipitation

▪ Greatest source of non-
food renewable 
resources

Forests, our key 
biological 
infrastructure
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A new Deal for European Forests
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Adaptation-Restoration Plan

To ensure the long-term health and resilience of 
European forests both for biodiversity and the 
bioeconomy 

Possible tools:

▪ European-wide Payment for Restoration 

▪ Adaptation fund
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Innovation plan
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To unlock its potential to create a circular 
and climate-neutral economy. 

Tools

▪ Public-private partnerships

▪ Funds for start-ups and scale-ups

▪ Business accelerators, including 
ecosystem services

▪ Demand-pull measures

Nicolas Herrbach



Employment plan

▪ The forest-based sector: key for a socially fair 
and green transition in Europe

▪ An opportunity to replace “fossil” jobs in many 
European regions and sectors

Tools:

▪ Training and transitioning programmes to 
upgrade skills and reconvert “jobs” in key regions 
and sectors. 
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An era of change?... A change of 
era!

Needs to overcome the profound disconnection 
between Society and Nature by addressing the 
dichotomies of the fossil-industrial era

▪ Ecology-Economy

▪ Rural-Urban 

▪ Bioeconomy-Biodiversity
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The saddest aspect of life right 
now is that science gathers 
knowledge faster than society 
gathers wisdom”
Isaac Asimov
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